THE VIREYA VENTURE No.25 OCTOBER 1996

This issue has been delayed a little by our attending the A.G.M.
of the Aust.Rhodo.Society at Stirling in the Adelaide hills
of South Sust. This gave us some useful information from the
Aust. Plant Registrar, Mr.G.Eaton, which is appended, and also
the latest Vireya registrations.

As expected our Spring weather has been very variable, not only
here, as on the way over temperatures peaked at 34°C at Renmark
and 32° in Adelaide, falling a few days later in the Hills to
a degree that was unpleasantly cold,before returning to a more
normal 22°, Between Wollongong and Adelaide, via Narranderra,Hay
and Mildura the country was all lush and green, the best we
have ever seen it.

Adelaide has had a wet winter and the private gardens looked
magnificent, but some vireyas had suffered from snow and hail.
in one area that we did not see this time.

The Botanic Garden at Mt.Lofty was the centre of our visits,
it is very large - now 97 hectares - with 9 major valleys and
two man made lakes, a very hilly area with acidic soil and
the original Stringy Barks still very prominent. Rhododendrons
flourish in selected areas and Vireyas are scattered through
them. It is a very interesting garden, well labelled and a good
place to spend a day.

In Wollongong in September the 'Florawarra' festival had very
good attendances at the Botanic Garden - indeed finding a parking

‘place was a problem. And the Rhododendron Park with plenty of

Vireyas in flower had 17 busloads of visitors during the month,
well above the norm.

We need your comments and reports on what has been going on

-in your area, please send them to:-

The Editor
P.O.Box 8, Keiraville, N.S.W. 2500
J.Clyde Smith



2.

POWDERY MILDEW 4

The occurrence of this nuisance is quite irregular in my garden
and seems to be more related to the parentage of the vireya
than to any other factor. Certainly climatic factors must have
some influence and our climate is usually rather humid. However
mildew will occur on one plant only in a group, in hanging
baskets that are fully exposed, on plants in almost full sun
and on heavily shaded plants. One group of large and old Vireyas
growing in close proximity contains plants of 'Penrose' and
R.laetum that are reqularly affected by mildew. Alongside them
are R.lochiae, 'Sweet Rosalea', 'Clorinda’', 'Robert
Withers','R.jasminiflorum x 'Pink Delight', and R.konorii x
'Pink Delight',that are not affected.

The wusual fungicidal sprays will check mildew temporarily but
the only other action that I have come across recently and have
not yet determined how effective it could be, is detailed in
W.Hazelwood's book "A Handbook of Trees Shrubs and Roses". He
attributes the successful growing of roses without any mildew
to the presence of potash, and quotes three sources that were
effective. These were 1. roses growing on what had been an old
dump for wood ash. 2. A relatively high natural potash level
in a river flat. 3. the use of potassium sulphate - one teaspoon
to 4 gallons of water.

There 1is a very interesting and detailed paper on fhosphorus
and Nitrogen Nutrition of Rhododendrons' by G.F.Ryan in Vol.44,
the Spring 1990 1issue of the American Rhododendron Journal.
While the article does not mention Vireyas it does cover Azaleas
and Rhododendrons in general so it may be assumed that the
comments are also applicable to Vireyas. The article also refers
specifically to potassium.

There 1is a significant warning against the use of potassium
in the nitrate form, as this wusually induces iron deficiency
and reduces growth unless enough iron is supplied in the form
of iron chelates.

Too much phosphorus can also result in iron deficiency chlorosis
due to iron tie up in the soil or in the plant. Nitrogen is
the nutrient used in the largest quantity by plants.

If you need more details of this paper please let me know.

'The Aid to Early Flowering' comments by Barry Paget in issue
No.23, gave credit to sulphate of potash also, and its use,
plus other fertilisers,all in moderation,is desirable. Of course
your own experience is invaluable - e.g. Iron chelates was not
very effective here on chlorotic plants in pots but a trial
with magnesium sulphate did much more good. Mrs S.Saperstein
uses a heaped teaspoon of dolomite per 150mm pot for a slow
release of magnesium.

There is a new fertiliser now that is interesting - it is 'Apex
(blue)' Polyon, 14/6/11.6. The nitrogen is a coated slow release
form controlled by Osmosis regulated by soil Temperature, but
the other elements are not. Editor.



REGISTRAR'S REPORT 1995/96

The following is a 1listing of Vireya registrations submitted
by the Australian Rhododendron Society Plant Registrar and
approved by the Royal Horticultural Society during the year
1995-1996.

Juan Diego 'Carillon Bells' x R.leptanthum.
Hybridised,grown,named and registered by Brian Clancy, Bentleigh
Victoria. Hanging bell truss of two tubular funnel shaped
flowers with 5 flat margined 1lobes. Colour moderate purplish
red (184C) in bud opening to deep yellowish pink (43C) inside
and outside corolla. Leaves elliptic 30mm x 10mm, flat margins,
glossy, cuneate at base, acute at apex, with scales. Indumentum
moderate yellow (170C) when young, maturing to nil glabrescent.
Height 0.85 metres in 10 years.

Sweet Serenity (R.lochiae x R.jasminiflorum) x (R.multinervium)
Hybridised, grown to first flower (1988), named and registered
by Brian Clancy, Bentleigh, Victoria.

Flat truss of 6-9 tubular funnel shaped flowers with 5 slightly
wavy edged lobes. Colour, buds light purplish pink (55C), shading
to pale purplish pink (55D) inside corolla, light purplish pink
(55C) outside corolla. Fragrantly scented. Leaves elliptic,70mm
x 40mm, flat margins,glossy,cuneate at base,obtuse at apex,
with no indumentum. Height 0.6metres in 6 years.

Teddy's Best R.laetum x 'Gardenia Odyssey'.

Hybridised by G.Snell,Maleny,Queensland, grown to first flower
(1992), named and registered by Brian Clancy, Bentleigh, Victoria
Formal truss of 14-16 tubular funnel funnel shaped flowers with
5 lobed flat margined flowers. Colour, buds vivid yellow (17C),
opening to corollas inside and out of the same colour. Leaves
oblanceolate , 120mm x 60mm, glossy with prominent veins,
slightly upcurved margins, cuneate at base, obtuse at apex,
with no indumentum. Height 0.9 metres in 11 years.

Chayya Change to original details. Parentage is 'Pink Delight'’
X R.intranervatum F2.

Further to the Registrar's comments in Issue No.20 of July 1995
he has produced the attached diagrams of flower and leaf shapes.
These have been approved by the R.H.S. Registrar.

A copy of the current registration form is also attached.

Mr.Graeme Eaton may be contacted at 1386 Mount Dandenong Tourist
Road, Mount Dandenong, Victoria, 3767. Telephone (03) 9751
1105, for any further information if requred.

Also tabled were complete records of all Australian registered
Azaleas, Vireyas and Rhododendrons. The Vireyas number 226
in all, including selected forms of a few species and a listing
of these in alphabetical order with their parentage 1is also
attached.

XX XX
A quick look at these did not show any hybrids of R.hellwigii
as yet - although there may be some registered overseas. I would

expect some soon as 3 of its hybrids have just flowered here.
They are very good, two ( X R.laetum and R.konorii) of a very
deep red (43B) and one (x R.konorii) shading from the same dark
red to a yellowish tube, a very striking and unsual flower.



4.

GROUND COVERS

For some time I have been concerned about the desirability of
covering the ground between Vireyas that were planted with
reasonable clearances betwen them - according to type - to avoid
the legginess that follows overcrowing. Ground covers seemed
to be the answer, even if only as a temporary expedient, but
one definition of the perfect ground cover that I read, simply
said 'A lawn' so perhaps it is better to think of companion
plants.

The Rhododendron Park at Mt. Pleasant has plenty of native
violets growing there naturally so a few of these were put in
and they seemed to spread and cover very well until I had a
close look at them after hearing complaints from others about
the intrusion of dichondra repens in their gardens. Most of
my viola hederacea was full of dichondra, and it is a very
invasive weed that is not easy to eradicate and that will spread
right through lawns and gardens. The leaf and root system 1is
readily distinguishable from the violets, but not at a casual
look from a distance.

Another introduction to an early shade house was a few plants
of maidenhair fern that we found growing on a sand bank in a
small creek that was drying up. It 1likes it here and was
eventually spread to some garden beds where there are now some
clumps growing happily around a few Vireyas and other plants.
As they can be clipped back or pulled out to thin them without
much effort they are not hard to control and they do not appear
to have any deleterious effect on the companions.

The Canberra Botanic Garden issued a paper some time ago on
herbaceous and carpeting plants for ground covers which included

dichondra and viola but most of them seem rather too active
for Vireyas. Two that might be tried are Lotus corniculatus
and Houttuynia cordata variegated which is very attractive but
dies down in winter.

Editor.
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