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Introduction
I wish to express my thanks to the Australian Rhododendron Society for 
inviting me to attend and address this Conference. It is good to meet so many 
botanical friends. 
 

My Background
Little did I think when a young man that I should be plant hunting in Papua 
New Guinea! I have always been a keen botanist from the age of five and 
took my degree in Botany at Oxford. Even as a kid I longed to have a new 
plant after me, but I thought it a most unlikely eventuality. However I was 
convinced that my primary vocation was to be a priest, and that botany would 
remain just a hobby. 
 
However, during the war, which I spent as a theological student and then a 
curate in Britain, I received a clear call to go out as a missionary to P.N.G., 
where many of our missionaries had been murdered by the Japanese, and 
the Bishop was appealing for replacements. 
 
So, in 1946 I sailed for P.N.G. with the idea of staying five, or at the most ten 
years, and have stayed for 42 so far. P.N.G., its scenery, its people and its 
plants get under your skin. In the course of my pioneering work in the 
mountains of East Papua I had a unique opportunity for botanizing and of 
finding new plants. My childish ambition was soon fulfilled when in 1947 I 
found Rhododendron christianae. 
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